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April 2025
Dear Friends in Christ,

“Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath
no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but
in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Romans 6:8-11

What a privilege it has been for us to be able to visit each of our 49
supporting churches over the past year! We have greatly enjoyed our times
of fellowship, and we are humbled and honored by the blessing everyone
has been to us. As we approach our anticipated return to South Africa, we
would like to share several praises and prayer requests, reflecting on what
the Lord has already done in the past and faithfully relying on Him for future
answers as well.

We praise the Lord for His traveling mercies and safety during our furlough.
We traveled almost 30,000 miles, and by God’s grace, we didn’t have any
breakdowns along the way that caused us to miss a meeting. We still need
to return our rental van to North Dakota at the end of April, so please
continue to pray for us and that final trip.

At the end of March, we submitted our three-year visa application at the
South African Embassy in Washington, D.C. Unfortunately, we had a few
things we needed to redo and mail in once we got back to Wisconsin, but
we are glad to report that all has been taken care of now. We’ve been told
it will take three to four weeks before we hear the results. That time frame
kind of brings things down to the wire. You may remember our mentioning
in a previous letter that in order to submit the visa applications, we had to
secure plane tickets ahead of time. We are scheduled to return to South
Africa on the 28" of April, which is less than a month away. Please pray
that we will get the visas back in plenty of time before we need to leave.

Another reason that we need the visa approval well before our departure is
so that we can secure some sort of shipping for tools that are needed for the
technical school in South Africa. | have already organized and itemized
everything and have even made tentative arrangements with a shipping
company, but I must confirm with the company and give approval as well
as set up pickup and delivery dates and times.
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Thank you very much for your continued prayers for the church building situation in South Africa. It has
been over a year since the new building was purchased, but things are at a standstill as far as occupancy.
The building is in an area that is zoned for industrial use, and the church was told that wouldn’t be a
problem. However, from the beginning, different obstacles kept coming up, hindering the church from
obtaining permission. The community planning board is trying to work this through and has set the 3"
of April for the date to give their decision on what will happen and whether the church will get its permit
and approval. Please pray that the Lord will intervene in this situation and that the church would be able
to move in soon.

We also want to thank you for your faithful prayers for my health situation. As you know, when we
returned from South Africa in 2024, a main priority was to take care of some of my health needs. | have
been to the VA hospital numerous times over the past year, trying to see if there was something that they
could do. After multiple tests and experiments, the doctors have determined that my case is too severe to
resolve. Thankfully, they were able to wean me off the medication that caused many other issues and the
restless leg syndrome isn’t as bad as it was when we first returned, but, apart from divine intervention, |
will have to live with this “thorn in the flesh.”

Many of you probably already know this, but our oldest daughter, Rebekah, is back in the States for a
three-month furlough. She also brought her roommate, Albina, who is traveling with her for part of that.
Rebekah has a very limited timeframe and is visiting as many churches as possible, but she really wants
to return to Ukraine before the summer camp season begins. Please pray for her as she travels that the
Lord will use her in each of her meetings.

For those of you who don’t know already, we have started a new monthly prayer letter. If you would like
to receive the monthly update, please let us know and we will try to make sure that you get it.

As we close this quarterly prayer letter, we want to wish each of you a happy Easter. Though the
world has distorted this sacred day—a day that we gratefully praise the Lord for our salvation and the
sacrifice He gave to secure that—Iet us set this day aside to worship Him and to give Him the glory due
Him. Thank you for your love and your prayers. Take care and God bless.
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Prayers Praises

= Visa application = Safety during furlough

= Wisdom concerning shipping = All of our furlough meetings
= Church building in South Africa = Visa application submitted

= Rebekah on furlough »  Time with family



